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Presidentôs Report

Message from the foothills. 

Kia ora koutou. Hello members. 

The start of December means that 

summer has arrived in the southern 

hemisphere and that the ñBig Dayò is 

on the horizon. Christmas and the 

New Year brings a gamut of 

emotions, doesnôt it? Lists of things 

to do are drawn up. Shopping is 

purchased either online or locally is 

squirreled away in cupboards. (How 

many presents have you found that 

you ñmislaidò last year). Menus are 

planned and tins are filled with 

threats of ñno eatingéitôs for 

Christmasò. 

 

ñChristmas is 

doing a little 

something extra 

for someone.òï 

Charles M. 

Schulz 

I wonder why we put ourselves 

through this stress only to be 

exhausted and emotionally drained. 

Memories are precious, I know, but 

how about making new memories? 

Our families are surviving this hectic 

modern life need an oasis of calm and 

tranquility. We know, when the 

weekly regimented schedules take a 

rest for a couple of days, that our 

lives seem more peaceful and 

relaxed. 

We are delighted to welcome 

Chartered Accountant Frances 

Turrall to the NZFWI. Employed as 

contractor accountant, Francesô role 

will be to assist all W.I. and 

Federation Treasurers with their 

financial reporting to streamline the 

required procedure the accountants 

and auditors need for our CPR. 

This recruitment has not only been 

exciting but a lengthy process and 

many, many hours of volunteer 

service. The NZFWI have been 

incredibly fortunate to have had the 

exceptional skills of Annemarie de 

Castro who has worked as Director of 

Human Resources at both Victoria 

University of Wellington and Massey 

University to provide much needed 

support in this project. Her 

professional experience enabled us to 

work the minefield of employment 

lawyers and eventually produced a 

comprehensive Contract for 

Services. Annemarieôs time 

supporting the NZFWI has been 

generously given voluntarily for 

which I unreservedly thank her. 
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For those of us, who may find this 

Christmas unhappy as you celebrate 

the first Christmas without a loved 

one, know that your fellow members 

are there. Hold fast to their friendship 

when it is extended to you. Accept the 

invitation to share a meal or a cuppa 

and a Christmas slice ï you donôt 

have to stay too long ï but go and feel 

that kindness that is offered ï it may 

be just what you need. 

As Christmas preparations are in full 

swing, perhaps Maya Angelou 

humorous quote will resonate with a 

few of you? 

ñIôve learned that you can tell a lot 

about a person by the way he 

handles these three things: a rainy 

day, lost luggage, and tangled 

Christmas tree lights.ò 

 

MǕ te wǕ. Meri Kirihimete 

Jude. National President

 

Some Christmas funnies: 

 

How does a snow globe stay in shape?    It does a lot of shaking. 

What songs does Santa like? Wrap music 

What did Santa do when his sleigh broke-down? He got it mistle-toed 

Why is Santa so good at karate?  Heôs got a black belt 

Why do real Christmas trees smell so good?  They use pine-scented cologne 

What did the Christmas tree say to the grumpy tree?  Lighten up 

What do Christmas trees get when they are sick? Tinselitus! 

Did you know one of Santaôs reindeer has a side-hustle? Heôs a door dasher 

What do you call an annoying Christmas tree? A Pine in the neck 

Whatôs another name for an artificial Christmas tree? Faux fir 

What is a Christmas treeôs favorite lolly? Orna-mints 

What do elves post on social media? Elf-ies 
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EO Report 

Not much to report in this December edition. I have updated some content on our 

website. It would be great if all W.I.s had a contact email or phone number on our 

website, for women who are interested in joining the W.I. Even if it is one contact 

who covers all for your federation. Dates, times and venues of your meetings are 

also helpful to have, to promote your W.I. in your community. Certainly, some 

already have this information ï check out the Locations page on our website. 

There has been work on financial reporting. The Honorary Finance Officer has 

outlined the updated data form which is to be sent to an email address rather than 

an online survey address. This will make it easier for data to be collated in the 

preparation of our Consolidated Performance Report. 

Talking of finances ï several members have asked what the affiliation fee is for 

2026éit is the same as last year. That is $50, of which $35 is sent to the national 

federation. A list of members from 2025 will be sent to all federations or W.I.s 

this month in preparation for your membership lists for 2026. 

Our Medical Research Scholarship is available in 2026. Please give some thought 

and investigation into what your members might consider a worthy research 

project. The nomination form is on the Membersô page under Resources and 

downloads. The closing date to get them into the national office is 9 February 

2026, so the NEC may consider them at their February meeting. 

Also due at the national office on that date are nominations for a Gold Honours 

award. Please ensure that the citations are no more than 400 words and include 

all facets of the nominees W.I. and community work. 

To date we have no Remits for the 105th Annual General Meeting. Please take 

time to think whether there are any messages your members would like discussed 

at the AGM. 

I would like to wish all members and their whanau, a peaceful holiday break. The 

office will be closed on Monday 22 December 2025 through to Monday 5 January 

2026.  

Until next time, ka kite ano and Meri Kirihimete, Colleen Dryden, Executive 

Officer 
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Financial Report 

Hello members, it is wonderful to be in the last month of the year ébefore we 

know it Christmas will be here and it will be time to gather your finances for 

reporting early in January. 

 

As Jude mentioned, we have engaged a contractor accountant who will assist in 

collecting our financial data to send to our accountants. Treasures and members 

no longer need to fill in the survey monkey online, but have a similar form to 

fill in excel or to print and hand write the figures in - check all is correct - and 

send in to our finance email which is nzfwi.finance@gmail.com. 

 

All finance information needs to be sent to this email address by 15 January 

2026 (earlier if you can) Including :- 

¶ your data form  

¶ bank statements for 31 December 2025 

¶ invoice of your highest paid item  

¶ receipt of your highest income earned for the year  

 

This information is required for every WI and federation so it can all be collated 

and centralized for viewing by our accountants and our auditors alike. 

 

We are looking forward to meeting all treasures via Zoom this coming week to 

introduce you to Frances our contract accountant and please bring any questions 

you have or email us so that we can iron out any issues before 15 January. 

 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a relaxing family time. 

Yours in WI friendship 

Honorary Finance Officer 

Adrienne Allen 

 

mailto:nzfwi.finance@gmail.com
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Meri Kirihimete  

Christmas is just around the corner. The lights are twinkling, the shops are getting 

busier, and Tamariki everywhere are beginning to dream about what might appear 

under the tree. For many families, this is usually a season filled with excitement, 

laughter, and togetherness. 

But this year, the cost-of-living pressures continue to hit hard across Aotearoa. 

Food prices, rent, petrol, power everything has climbed. Parents are stretching 

every dollar, working long days and late nights, doing everything they can to keep 

their whǕnau warm, fed, and cared for. For some, even one small gift under the 

Christmas tree feels like an impossible extra. 

Itôs a heavy reality, and it can make the season feel overwhelming instead of 

joyful. And yet even in the middle of this strain Christmas has a way of bringing 

out the very best in us. 

Across the motu, communities are stepping up with incredible kindness. One 

example is the Kmart and Salvation Army Wishing Tree Appeal a beautiful 

campaign that helps make sure no child wakes up on Christmas morning without 

something to smile about. Every year, generous New Zealanders place gifts under 

the Wishing Trees in Kmart stores or donate online, sending a message that no 

one is forgotten, and no one is alone. 

These acts of generosity whether big or small create real magic. A simple gift can 

light up a childôs face, ease the stress on a parent, and remind a struggling family 

that their community cares. Itôs aroha in action. Itôs manaakitanga woven into 

everyday life. Itôs the true heart of Christmas. 

If you would like to donate, you can place a gift under the Wishing Tree at your 

local Kmart or contribute online through the Salvation Army. Even the smallest 

act of kindness can ripple outwards and change someoneôs whole holiday. 

This Christmas, may we hold onto hope, look out for one another, and remember 

that the spirit of the season isnôt found in the gifts we buy itôs found in the 

kindness we share. 

As we head into the festive season, I want to wish all our members a warm, joyful, 

and restful Christmas ð Meri Kirihimete ki a koutou katoa. 
May your homes be filled with katakata (laughter), aroha (love), and good 

company. 

Thank you for everything you've contributed this year your kindness, your time, 

your wairua, and your support for one another. Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, 

engari he toa takitini our strength comes from each other. 
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I hope you all have a wonderful Tau Hou (New Year), and I truly look forward 

to what next year brings for all of us. Here's to a bright, hopeful 2026 

- filled with hononga (connection), hapori (community), and new opportunities. 

 

https://kmartwishingtree.salvationarmy.org.nz 

 

NgǕ mihi 

Jess Hopkinson 

 

We want youé. To Entertain us 

Lights camera, action! At the 105th AGM, the NEC is inviting WIôs and 

Federations to put on a show with our theme Hollywood Nights. Bring the 

galmour, the excitement, and the magic of the movies. This is your moment 

to shine. To sign up please get in touch through the office. 

 

Origami Christmas Tree Card 

 

1. Use the template or measure and draw squares in these sizes: 10 x 10 cm, 
8 x 8 cm, 6 x 6 cm, and 4 x 4 cm. Cut them out from printed paper. 

 

2. Take one square and fold it in half, then unfold. 

 

3. Fold the square diagonally in one direction and unfold. Then fold it 
diagonally in the opposite direction. 

 

4. Pinch the edges along the straight fold lines to start forming the shape. 
Repeat steps 2ï4 for all four squares. 

 

5. Stack the folded squares from largest to 
smallest and glue them onto your card, leaving 

space at the bottom for a pot. Space the layers 

out so they resemble a tree shape. 

 

6. Attach a pot at the base and decorate the card 
with gold dots and a star to complete your 

festive design! 

 

https://www.bakerross.co.uk/craft-ideas/kids/origami-christmas-tree-cards 



 
 

 Φ 

National President nominee ï I aim toé 

Suzanne Bannister, Wainuioru W.I., Wairarapa Federation 

If elected I aim to lead our organisation into the future 

with open two-way communication between all levels, 

from NEC to Federations and W.I.s thus ensuring all 

members remain informed and involved. 

Continue the service we provide to our communities, 

including a national project. This will help to raise W.I. 

through more publicity and promotion of the work we 

undertake. Further to embrace technology to allow our 

members to remain updated and connected. 

Look at the long-term financial sustainability to ensure 

that we donôt just survive but that we thrive as a vibrant 

organisation. 

 

 

National Executive Nominees ï I aim to

Lynnette Beirne, Kokatahi-Kowhitirangi W.I., West Coast area 

If elected I aim to help support the promotion and 

awareness of NZ Federation of Womenôs Institute as I 

know membership numbers have been dwindling but there 

is a definite need in our country for more people to learn 

home skills and crafts due to the economic climate and life 

pressures. Institutes provided such an important role in our 

communities when I was growing up, and I think a revival 

is what is needed even if we need to revisit how things are 

promoted to support all women in the wider communities. 
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Kay Brabender, Papatawa W.I., Tararua Federation 

Iôm passionate about W.I. and proud of the 44 years 

I have been supporting the community I live in. If 

we want W.I. to survive, we all need to live by the 

Aspirations, as they form the foundation of our 

organisation. My aims are to bring good 

communication skills, which form good 

relationships with the members. A listening ear 

which is just as important. Have trust in others, work 

together as a team, but most importantly have 

respect for the members. 

 

 

Helen Cameron, Riverlea W.I., South Taranaki Federation 

If elected I aim toé. endeavour to find the magic 

wand that will entice more women to join our great 

organization. We need to show them that W.I. has 

more than what you can find on Google.com. We 

must be inviting and give them the need to want to be 

part of our organization that has spades of friendship 

and compassion. We must connect more with our 

members, as they are our life source, as without them 

we have no Womenôs Institute. We need to find a form 

of media that every member can read, with or without 

a computer.  

 

 

Sue Clark, Waiareka W.I., North Otago Federation 

I am married to Murray, we have two daughters, a son-in-

law, two grandchildren, a grand-dog and two grand-cats. I 

am a third generation W.I. member (on my motherôs side). 

My late mother, Evelyn Clark, was a Gold Honours 

recipient. Having grown up with W.I. I am passionate about 




